[Slow growth rate of mycobacteria. Possible reasons and significance for their pathogenicity].
A characteristic feature of mycobacteria is their slow growth rate, which in addition strongly varies in different species of the genus. All highly pathogenic species such as M. tuberculosis and M. leprae causing tuberculosis and leprosy, respectively, belong to the slow growing mycobacteria, while the apathogenic and opportunistic species are members of the fast growing mycobacteria. This suggests that the question be posed whether there is causality between mycobacterial growth rate and virulence. We discuss possible reasons for the slow and variable growth rates of mycobacteria and the current state of knowledge concerning the significance of slow growth for mycobacterial pathogenicity.